
Minutes of the Gifford Community Council Meeting held
on 11th January 2021 via Zoom
Participating
Adam White (Chair)
Wendy Ferguson
Mark Hardy

David Griffiths
Andrew Hamilton
Ishbel Benzie

Hugh Broad
Richard Austin
Eleanor Hulme

In Attendance
Councillor Shamin Akhtar
Councillor Tom Trotter 
Councillor Craig Hoy
Apologies
Councillor John McMillan
Councillor Craig Hoy
PC Colin Boyd

1
Minutes of Previous Meeting

The meeting approved the minutes of the meeting of the 14th December (Approved by Andrew & Mark).
2
Matters Arising
2.1
There is now a full complement of Community Council members. Eleanor Hulme, Richard Austin and Hugh Broad were welcomed to the Council. Eric Thomson had not replied to emails from Adam asking him to confirm that he had resigned from the Council.

2.2. 
Andrew stated that he thought that the taking of the Minutes should be rotated, and not left to the Chairman and he volunteered to minute this meeting and the next. 

2.3.1 
Richard had looked at the planning portal. Garden gate at Woodilee, Tweeddale Avenue. Extension at Duncanlaw Cottages. Conversion of garage into office at Sandiford, Tweeddale Avenue, with lavatory. Replacement windows at Slateford House. Approved removal of fence behind Goblin Ha’, but there is a requirement to plant new trees. No problems with any of these applications and no need to take further action. 

2.3.2
Councillor McMillan is going to organise a briefing for us with Keith Dingwall. He  will brief us on how to view planning applications and on our other planning concerns. Adam to liaise with Councillor McMillan







ACTION: AW
2.4 
Parking issues in the village. Lines are still due to be painted on the road at the junction of Tweeddale Avenue and Station Road. Alan Stubbs is due to come back to us about what ‘Temporary’ means for the parking bays outside Lewis and Clarke. Also, about the dangers of the narrowness of the footpath on the bridge on Edinburgh Road. Councillor Shamin Akhtar has promised to follow this up for us.





ACTION: SA
2.6 
No movement on extra space in the graveyard.




ACTION: WF
2.7 
The new Yester Estate Manager, Martin Egginton, is going to look into the barbed wire in the Bleachfield, and get back to Adam. There are volunteers from the village who would remove it but we have been advised that we need to get permission first. 


ACTION: AW
2.8 
Nick Morgan is liaising with us about the issues of parking at Hopes. He will contact Adam about any further developments.





ACTION: AW
2.9 
Any things that people want to include on the Website, to get in touch with Liz.

2.10 
Andrew has got the St. Andrews Ambulance to agree to come to the village to instruct people in the use of the defibrillator.  They will permit 4 people from the village, and 4 from the golf club to attend. Simon Scott, Andrew, Jeannie Clark and Richard volunteered . Richard also wondered if the defibrillator should be serviced by a professional, and to check the batteries regularly.








ACTION: AH
2.11.1 
Traffic calming. We have been informed that there is no problem with planning permission and the goal is to have it done by the end of this financial year.  AG Thomson are to send traffic plans to Elaine so that the works can go onto the Register of road works. A message was left with Kevin and he said that he would call back, which is yet to happen. 

ACTION: MH 
2.11.2
Scottish Power have begun work on the lighting on Duns Road. The assistance from Councillor Akhtar with this is much appreciated.

2.12 
PC Colin Boyd came up to meet Adam on the bridge over Gifford Water on the  Edinburgh Road to discuss what could be done to make it safer with regard to the narrowness of the pavement. PC Boyd also took the opportunity to carry out some unofficial speed checks. Within 20 minutes he had stopped 20 speeding cars. Ironically, most of the drivers were locals! The drivers would have clearly seen the policeman, but it did not discourage them from speeding. It is believed that a chicane would not work as people would speed up as soon as they were through it, so the speed cushions would be better. 


ACTION: AW
3
External Reports
3.1
Police: 
3.1.1
Detailed below are extracts from the Police Report for Gifford CC. However, it does not mention the pop up Police Station, the unofficial speed checks or the people who were sighted running through gardens at Walden Drive. 
3.1.2
Regular patrols continue to be carried out by both Police and Community Wardens with regard to antisocial behaviour. 
3.1.3
Officers have been recently carrying out real time speed checks. Five drivers were warned in line with Lord Advocate’s guidelines. Both real time speed checks and the deployment of the cardboard cut out cops will continue in areas that are highlighted as having issues with speeding.

3.1.4
Officers have been made aware of inconsiderate and dangerous parking around the Walden Terrace / Place area and have been carrying out checks in relation to this. Warning letters have been place upon the windows of a number of vehicles in the area.  
3.1.5
On 29/12/20 a local male was charged and reported for a number of road traffic offences. 
3.1.6
Adam attended the last CAPP meeting and the next one will be held on 18th January at 1930 via Microsoft Teams.

3.2
East Lothian Council:

3.2.1
Councillor Akhtar welcomed the new members to the Community Council. 

3.2.2
The normal surgeries are not taking place due to COVID, but Councillor Akhtar stressed that she could be contacted on Social Media. 

3.2.3
The Council has still not heard about the amount of the Revenue Support grant payable by the Scottish Government. The Welsh have been told theirs is 3.8%. When it is known, the Council tax will be set and the COVID costs covered. 

3.2.4
Health and Social care will tell of plans for vaccination programme. There will be two area sites, Queen Margaret University and the Community Hospital in Edinburgh. NHS staff and care staff will be helping. 

3.2.5
There has been a considerable increase in domestic abuse, but there is a Women’s Aid for support. 

3.2.6
Schools definitely are closed until at least 1st February.  Double the number of  vulnerable children and the children of frontline workers have applied to have their children going to school as compared with the first lockdown. Schools could supply chrome books if the parents needed them. Google classrooms are being organised for the children. Councillor Trotter said it is very sad that the schools have had to close, but it is necessary. 

3.2.7
Mark told us that home schooling was being provided free by EE network. It was suggested that this should be put on the Gifford Families website and the Gifford website. 
3.2.8
Councillor Trotter said there were difficult budget decisions to be made. He also mentioned that he does not think that there is a chance that they could fulfill the vaccination numbers that they are quoting. Andrew asked if we had a schedule for vaccinations to which Tom replied that he was not aware of one. 
3.2.9
Councillor Akhtar said that the Haddington and Lammermuir Area partnership had resources to be allocated and distributed of £50,000 for roads and other amenities. The next meeting of HLAP is on 18th February. 
3.3
Community Woodland
3.3.1
Car stickers have been issued to the Friends of Gifford Woods. 
3.3.2
The Project Manager has continued to encourage people to volunteer in the woods with an emphasis on ensuring that social distancing still takes place. A variety of videos have been made to assist people with volunteering.
4
External Reports
4.1
Roads, Lighting, Drains and Signs:

4.1.1
A lot of rain has fallen recently and consequently there are a lot of potholes. 
4.1.2
The signs of ‘Road Closed’ on the Duns Road stayed up after the road was open again. 
4.1.3
The Roads team had said that it was not essential to clear the blocked drains in the village more than once a year. We feel that these drains need emptied more often and Eleanor Hulme has sent a detailed report to the Council. 
4.1.4
The speed monitor on Edinburgh Road is not working. Dave will contact ‘Roads’. 
ACTION: DG
4.1.5
The two road signs coming into the village from Long Yester are hidden by foliage. Richard Austen kindly volunteered to deal with this using his chain saw.


ACTION: RA
4.2
Planning

4.2.1
Planning issue were covered under 2.3.1
5
Finance: 
5.1
Wendy says that there is still a healthy balance, and that there should be sufficient funds to cover traffic calming as well as supporting people with the resilience initiatives. We have funds to cover this support for the next three months but additional grants are available through organisations such as the Area Partnership. 

5.2
Adam is now authorised to do on line banking on behalf of the Community Council which has made making payments more straightforward.
6
Resilience Update
6.1
We continue to provide the ‘Soup and a Smile’ service to those who are needing support or feel isolated. It continues to be welcomed. Approximately 28 people currently receive this. The service also delivers fish and chips each month and this continues to be provided by the Tweeddale.

6.2
At Christmas, the resilience group organised gift bags for around 50 people. The feedback had been excellent and Adam said that he had received many letters of thanks for all the work done.

6.3
Ishbel wondered why the resilience group was not back up and running, to which Wendy said that in this lockdown you were allowed a member of your family to help out in a bubble, so the need wasn’t there. Neighbours can also help but must think about insurance. 
6.4
Wendy also said that it had been a good idea to ask residents to decorate their gardens this Christmas and perhaps it should be continued next year.

7
Items for Discussion
7.1
The Gifford golf Club has had its Coat of Arms removed as it was the Tweeddale coat of arms. They then asked if they could use the village Coat of Arms. John Macmillan asked the Lord Lyon if this were possible, and was told that it wasn’t.

7.2 
Ishbel said that there had been a lot on Facebook about a child playing in the park and ending up covered in dog poo. The answer to this is to go straight to the dog warden, because if no one tells them about it, there is nothing they can do. Councillor Akhtar said that there is a green dog scheme where you are rewarded for a clean dog poo free village. Also perhaps one should have a receptacle containing poo bags for people to use.

7.3
Wendy said that once the Christmas tree lights are taken away, it may be a good idea to repeat the exercise of putting a blue filter on the floodlights as a tribute to the NHS workers.










ACTION: WF
7.4
Andrew says he will take up the cudgel fighting for something to improve the safety on the bridge on Edinburgh Road.

7.5
Hugh said that people who are sledging should have some consideration for the crops under the snow.

7.6
Ishbel offered to be the person who posted relevant Community Council items on Gifford Families and social media and will post anything appropriate. 


ACTION: IB
7.7
Adam asked that the dates of the GCC meetings for 2021 be circulated. These are:

January 11th

February 8th

March 8th 

April 12th 

May 10th 

June 14th 

July 12th 

August 9th 

September 13th 

October 11th 

November 8th 

December 13th 

Date of next meeting - 7:30pm on 8th February 2021 via Zoom.
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